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Dear Janet,

Thank you for your letter of 30 May 2019 regarding the petition relating to ensuring
equality for Welsh Medium schools; as you note in your letter we have corresponded
previously on this matter.

Regulatory decisions in Wales, including arrangements for the approval and
designation of qualifications are a matter for the independent regulator, Qualifications
Wales. However, | would like to take this opportunity to reiterate that developing an
approach that secures equal availability of Welsh and English medium provision has
been central to planning for the new curriculum from the outset.

Quialifications Wales will continue to work with awarding bodies to encourage them to
offer Welsh medium and bilingual provision and they make grants available to
awarding bodies to help them to meet the cost of offering bilingual qualifications. They
will also continue to ensure that all new approved qualifications developed for Wales
are made available bilingually.

Qualifications Wales has begun the process of engaging with stakeholders across
Wales to discuss how qualifications will need to evolve to meet the challenges of the
new curriculum by offering a coherent, flexible and bilingual choice to learners. They
will be speaking with as many different groups as possible including young people,
parents, schools, employers, colleges, universities, and a range of other organisations
before consulting on proposals for the future range of qualifications.
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Rydym yn croesawu derbyn gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg. Byddwn yn ateb gohebiaeth a dderbynnir yn Gymraeg yn Gymraeg ac ni
fydd gohebu yn Gymraeg yn arwain at oedi.

We welcome receiving correspondence in Welsh. Any correspondence received in Welsh will be answered in Welsh and
corresponding in Welsh will not lead to a delay in responding.
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We are working with Qualifications Wales, local authorities/schools, regional consortia
and educational bodies to increase the number of students studying through the
medium of Welsh in order to meet our target of a million Welsh speakers by 2050.

Yours sincerely

BB OWan

Kirsty Williams AC/AM
Y Gweinidog Addysg
Minister for Education



